FINANCE COMMITTEE

          Regular meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Thursday, February 11, 2010 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

          The meeting was called to order at 8:05 P.M. by the Chair.

Present:                  Councilman Emilio L. Navarro, Chair 

                               Councilman Mario Aceto, Vice-Chair

                               Councilman Paul H. Archetto 

                               Councilman Anthony J. Lupino

                               Council President John E. Lanni, Jr.                               

Absent:                   Council Vice-President Terence Livingston

Also Present:          Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr.

                               Robin Muksian-Schutt, Director of Administration

                               Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration

                               Chris Rawlson, Assistant City Solicitor

                               Mike Igoe, City Internal Auditor

                               Steve Woerner, City Council Internal Auditor

                               Maria Medeiros Wall, City Clerk

                               Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees

                               Meredith Mahoney, Stenographer

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:

          On motion by Councilman Aceto, seconded by Council President Lanni, it was voted to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  Motion passed unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE:   
OLD BUSINESS: 
PUBLIC HEARING/NEW BUSINESS 
01-10-03   Ordinance in amendment of Title 3.08 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 

                  entitled “Contracts and Purchases” (Diesel Emission Reduction).
          Diana Gordon, 363 Pontiac Ave., appeared to speak and questioned who will pay for the retrofitting.  The City cannot afford this.
          Suzanne Arena, 88 Lakeland Rd., and parent of Glen Hills School students, appeared to speak in favor of this Ordinance and presented handouts.  She stated that her children’s health, safety and welfare are very important to her.  

          Nicole Poepping of Clean Water Action RI, appeared to speak in favor of this Ordinance and presented handout.  She recommended the following be changed in the Ordinance:  implementation date be changed to “January 1, 2011” and “Director of Public Property” be changed to “Director of Public Works”.

          Molly Clark, Manager, Health Promotion and Public Policy, appeared to speak in favor of this Ordinance and presented handout.

          Councilman Lupino stated that sponsor of this Ordinance, Council Vice-President Livingston, has asked that this Ordinance be continued to next month’s meeting.  Councilman Lupino indicated that Cranston School Busses have already been retro-fitted.

          No one appeared to oppose.

          On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to continue this Ordinance to next month’s meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
Review of Braver PC management letter re:  2009 audit 
          Chair referred to ‘deficiencies constitute material weakness’ and stated that he has questions regarding this, but he would like this item continued to next month’s meeting.  He asked if there is something that the Administration can come up with for the next meting to address these deficiencies.  He realizes we are in a financial crisis, but he asked if the Administration can look at software that could be looked at to correct these deficiencies.  Ms. Schutt stated that in 2008, there was a Referendum to purchase $1 million software.  The Mayor is looking at putting together bid of options for IT and this would involve major improvements to software.

          Mr. Igoe stated that the auditor who did the last Audit was from Connecticut and the current auditors tried contacting them regarding an issue and they did not return calls because once the Audit is complete, they do not have to speak to us anymore.
          Councilman Lupino suggested that for the future, bids or RFP for auditors should include language stating that they are not released from any obligation after the Audit is complete.  Solicitor Rawlson agreed that this should be stated in the RFP.

          Chair stated that he is satisfied with this discussion on this issue and this issue does not need to be continued.
· Real Estate Tax Abatements
No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to 
recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Motor Vehicle Tax Abatements

No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to 
recommend approval of this list of Tax Abatements.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Tax Assessment Board of Review Decisions assessed December 31, 2008
No action needed.

· Tax Interest Waivers
No one appeared to speak in favor or to oppose.


On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to 
recommend approval of this list of Tax Interest Waivers.  Motion passed unanimously.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

Personnel Manual

Ms. Schutt addressed a question asked of the Administration by Councilman Lupino regarding status of Personnel Manual.  She stated that she has spoken to the Personnel Director and was advised that this Manual was presented to Paul Grimes, Director of Administration at the time in 2005.  It did not change Civil Service Rules.  At the time, then Councilwoman McFarland indicated that it violated Civil Service Rules and Mr. Grimes put it on hold and nothing has been done since.  She would be happy to move this forward because we need a Personnel Manual.  She will look at it and put it back before the labor unions. It does not need approval from the unions, but she would like the unions to review it.

Council President Lanni asked if he will see a Personnel Manual before he leaves office.  Ms. Schutt stated that she guarantees she will produce for review what she considers an acceptable manual. 

Council President Lanni stated that what bothers him is it took five years and Councilman Lupino to question it to bring this issue back.  He would like this accomplished as quickly as possible.  


Councilman Lupino asked if it would be unreasonable to have this manual approved and passed by the end of this Fiscal Year.  Ms. Schutt stated, no, that would not be unreasonable.

Outside Contractors


Councilman Aceto stated that going into the Budget, he asked the Administration to provide a report on some outside contractors doing landscape jobs, such as the memorials, and add in the bid specs that these bids could be cancelled at any time.

Tow Company List


Ms. Schutt stated that there was an indication of a concern from Council members of a particular tow company that was off the list.  In reviewing this, the tow companies were originally overseen by the Mayor’s Office.  A few years ago, this was placed under the Police Chief.  This Administration believes that it would be more prudent that we go out to RFP for this and an internal review team would be formed and a list would be established.  At the advice of the Solicitor, this issue cannot be discussed further.  She suggested that if the Council would like this discussed further, it be placed on the Council Docket.


On motion by Councilman Lupino, seconded by Councilman Aceto, it was voted to place this issue on the Council Docket.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.







Respectfully submitted.,







Rosalba Zanni







Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees[image: image1.png]
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